FARMHUUSE‘{ising

A couple with contemporary style builds their
dream home In 3 traditional neighborhood.

By Magrie Theodora
Photography by David Agnelis
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puld the fireplaces in the

home they were building in

Shootin’ Iron Ranchez be

wood-burning or natural
pas? Kristan Clarke Burba wanted the
convernence of natural gas. Husband Enc
Burba wanted the comness and crackling
sound that comes from wood.

"We pot marred, pot pregonant, and
started building thiz house—we weren't
together for all that long,” Knstan says.
“l was mervous going into this that, being
newlyweds, it could destroy us. But in reality
it made us stronger faster” The freplaces
were the biggest dizagreement in the design/
build process. 1 think we did okay,” Knstan
5AYE.

Eric, senior vice president of mortgage
lending and Jackson branch manager for
Guaranteed Hate, had previously Hipped
three houses. He says that ®[this] was the
most emotional house | have ever mowved
mnto. | started to cry when [ walked m. It
sank in that this was the colmination of
fifteen years of hard work and busting our
butts to make this happen, and that thos 1=
where we'd live and grow up as a famly”

The couple, with then threeyear-old
daughter Saipe, moved into their new house
on December & 2017, Knstan’s birthday. "It
was the best birthday present” she says.
They celebrated—in front of a gas-burming

freplace—wnth wine and pirza, relaxing
afterward on a distressed-leather couch that
they brought from their former house in
East Jackson.

Mamny houses currently under
construction in the valley have a modern
farmhouse form Kristanm and Eric’s 1=
one of the first of this type to be bult and
inhabited here. “It was the style we knew
we wanted from the beginning” says
Ernstan, who founded and runs Rendervous
Event Management, a boutigue publc
relations company. Eric says, “We both like
contemporary design, and I've lived 1n some
uber contemporary spaces, but [ thowght
this would be something we could grow old
with and 1t wouldn't go out of style. Also, this
1z an established neighborhood with more
traditional houses. We weren't going to do
log, but were senzitive that this wasn't the
place for something really contemporary.”
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[THIS] WAS THE MOST
EMOTIONAL HOUSE | HAVE
EVER MOVED INTO. | STARTED
T0 CRY WHEN | WALKED IN.
IT SANK IN THAT THIS WAS
THE CULMINATION OF FIFTEEN
YEARS OF HARD WORK AND
BUSTING DUR BUTTS TO MAKE
THIS HAPPEN. AND THAT THIS
IS WHERE WE'D LIVE AND
GROW UP AS A FAMILY”
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When the couple first saw thiz property,
Eristan says they weren't seriously looking A e T —i .
"I just saw this pop up on the ML5,” she says.

“Thas” was a nearly four-acre lot in Shootin’
Iron Ranches, in the Snake Hiver bottoms
southwest of Melody Ranch. “I was happy
with our place in East Jackson, but ready for
a change, and Eric wanted to get out of town,
so we drove down and checked it out™ They
Iiked it, but were a little hesitant. “It was a good

price, 50 we wondered what was wrong with ‘a —— m
it,” Kristan zays, laughing.

There was a small hiccupr Prior to the
installation of levees on the Snake River, during
high water the river would flow through part of
the property. “So parts of 1t were classified as
wetlands and there were setbacks because of
that,” Eric says. “We had to spend sipraficant
money and time on due diligence before we
even owned the land.” This was frustrating at
the time, but Eric now says, “Because it wasn't
easy to obtain—there was some level of having

to earn it—that makes it even more rewarding.
I think the due dilipence work scared off people

who weren't willing to put in that work. But we
liked the detective work”

Erstan and Enc closed on the property
the week Smige was borm. When Saige waz six
weeks old, they met architect Austin DePree
of Chicago-based MNorthworks Architects +
Planners, which now has a Jackson office. The
Burbaz zaid they spoke with and interviewed
numerous local architects, and that “everyone
wanted to do this style of house, but no one we
interviewed had actually done it yet,” Kristan
says. “No one had 1t in their portfolio to show
us. Austin did, and that was reassuring. And
then when we met him in person, we totally ht
it off”

In their finished home, the room the family
hung out 1n the mght of Kristan’s barthday 1s
the couple’s Favorite space. °1 love howopen and
bright it is,” Kniztan says. Enic adds, “There are
these huge windows looking out at mountains,
and light coming in from every direction. It is
the heart of our home.”

Standing at the kitchen sink at the opposite
end of this spare from the stone fireplace,
Eristan points out that from that spot, on

clear days there's a beautiful view of the Grand
Teton. “We both had ideas of what thiz house

would be like, and the reality iz even better,”
she says. 25

In thee [sveng 1oom. Krstas ead Fric worked with Studie McBer in mix prces Sey aseady had [zed loved] with new peces The
leathes couch t= one the couple hed m thes pior home “We inow wo we keopisg 1L Kistan says. The chans by Baaslan
designer Roberts Schilling wee & fiad by Stodn Mobos

CONSTRUCTION 70 S. King 5t., Jackson, WY B3002 | (307) 699-0133 | office@tkgconstruction.com

i T

RANEE EEEUE EIEHET 56




